
 

The Order for Compline 
 

This is a special form of prayers said at the completion the day,  
hence the name Compline.  

 
The Leader begins … 
+ The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

People: Amen. 

Leader: Brothers and sisters: Be sober, be vigilant, because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist, steadfast in the faith. But 
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People: Who hath made heaven and earth. 

Leader: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

All: Almighty God, our heavenly Father: We have sinned against 
thee, through our own fault, in thought, word, and deed, and in 
those things which we have left undone. For these offenses we are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ, forgive us all our offenses; and grant that we may 
serve thee in newness of life, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

Leader: May the Almighty God grant us + forgiveness of all our 
sins, amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Leader: + O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Leader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,* and to the Holy 
Ghost: 
People: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,* 
world without end. Amen. 

Leader: Praise ye the Lord. 
People: The Lord's Name be praised. 

Psalm 4 Cum invocarem 

The Leader will begin the psalm, the people will respond with 
verse 2. Continue on alternating odd and even verses until the 
end.  
 
1 Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You 
have given me relief when I was in distress. Be gracious to me 
and hear my prayer! 
 
2  O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?  
 
3  But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; 
the Lord hears when I call to him.  
 
4  Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on 
your beds, and be silent.  
 
5  Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.  

6  There are many who say, Who will show us some good? Lift 
up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!  
 
7  You have put more joy in my heart than they have when 
their grain and wine abound.  
 
8  In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O 
Lord, make me dwell in safety.  

9 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,* and to the Holy 
Ghost: 
 
10 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,* 
world without end. Amen. 

Leader: Thou, Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called 
by thy Name; leave us not, O Lord, our God. Jeremiah 14:9 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  



 

Hymn 164 2nd tune 

To thee before the close of day, 
Creator of the world, we pray  
That, with thy wonted favor, thou 
Would'st be our guard and keeper now. 

From all ill dreams defend our sight, 
From fears and terrors of the night;  
Withhold from us our ghostly foe, 
That spot of sin we may not know. 

O Father, that we ask be done, 
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son.  
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 
 

V. Into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
R. For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth.  
 
V. Keep me as an apple of an eye;  
R. Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 

V. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
R. Christ have mercy upon us. 
V. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN. 

Leader: O Lord, hear my prayer; 
People: And let my cry come unto thee. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

 
Leader: Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, your people as we 
rest from our day’s work. Drive far from us all snares of the 
enemy; let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in 
peace, and let thy blessing be ever upon us. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence will be kept for a few minutes.  
Use this time for private prayer and thanksgivings. 

Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;* 
that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may 
rest in peace. 

ALL: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the 
glory of thy people Israel.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

Leader: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 
that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may 
rest in peace. 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Leader concludes Compline 

The Almighty and merciful Lord, + Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost bless us and keep us. Amen. 
 
Everyone departs in silence.  
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